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Messe Frankfurt and Supima introduce Prefab – a new curated 
fabric sourcing event in New York City 

 
Messe Frankfurt is expanding its international textile network with the launch of Prefab, a new boutique-
style sourcing event dedicated exclusively to high-quality fabrics. Taking place 19-20 January 2027 at 
the Altman Building in New York City, the event will bring selected Supima member fabric mills together 
with senior designers, fabric directors, product developers and sourcing decision-makers from premium 
and luxury brands. With a carefully curated exhibitor line-up and a targeted visitor approach, Prefab is 
designed to create a focused business setting in which material quality, expertise and meaningful 
exchange take priority over scale. 
 
Prefab introduces a compact format for the North American market. Instead of a conventional trade show, it 
places fabrics and expertise at the center. A uniform, design-led presentation gives each mill equal visibility and 
supports focused discussion, comparison and relationship-building. 
 

A dedicated platform for one of the world's finest cottons 
Supima is the association representing producers and manufacturers of SUPIMA®, the premium cotton brand 
made from extra-long staple Pima cotton grown in the United States. SUPIMA® is internationally recognised for 
exceptional fibre quality, durability, softness and colour retention. Through its network of member mills and 
global brand partnerships, Supima has become one of the textile industry's leading quality initiatives. 

Prefab will demonstrate how Supima member mills transform these exceptional fibre qualities into premium 
fabrics for luxury apparel – from shirting and tailoring to denim, knits and innovative textile constructions. 
 
“New York is one of the world’s most important fashion markets and the right place for a deliberately selective 
format,” says Jennifer Bacon, VP Fashion and Apparel of Messe Frankfurt, Inc. “Prefab brings outstanding 
Supima member mills together with the people making material decisions for leading brands – in a focused 
setting for expertise and long-term partnerships. It is the best-of-the-best approach” 
 

Exhibiting reserved exclusively for Supima member mills 

Only Supima member fabric mills will be eligible to exhibit at Prefab. The premiere will feature approximately 
40 selected exhibitors. Participation will be curated for consistent quality and relevance, while the visitor 
campaign will target senior professionals responsible for design, fabric development, sourcing and purchasing. 

The collaboration combines SUPIMA’s member network with Messe Frankfurt’s international textile expertise, 
market reach and event competence. It aims to create productive connections between mills and brands and 
support business opportunities based on quality, innovation and responsible product development. 

“Supima is built on the expertise of its member mills and partnerships with brands that value exceptional 
cotton,” says, Buxton Midyette, Vice President Marketing & Promotions, Supima. “Prefab gives this community 
a dedicated platform to present craftsmanship and innovation and connect directly with the decision-makers 
shaping future collections.” 
 

A design-led environment at the Altman Building 
The Altman Building will host the premiere of Prefab. Its distinctive setting supports the compact, design-led 
concept, enabling focused presentations and undisturbed conversations. Exhibitors will be presented on equal 
footing: quality, not stand size, will define their presence. Being located in the heart of New York City’s garment 
industry will make the show conveniently located for most brands, retailers and designers. 



 

 

New York and Milan: two distinct formats, one strategy 
Prefab forms part of Messe Frankfurt’s development of curated formats for the high-end apparel textile market. 
In Europe, Value Milan will debut from February 3-5, 2027, at The Mall in Porta Nuova, connecting selected 
international manufacturers with the European fashion market. Prefab takes a focused North American 
approach, dedicated entirely to SUPIMA cotton and reserved for Supima member mills. 

“With Value Milan and Prefab in New York, we are strategically expanding our global textile portfolio with highly 
focused formats that complement our established trade fairs," says Olaf Schmidt, Vice President Textiles & 
Textile Technologies at Messe Frankfurt. "At the same time, we are strengthening the international Texpertise 
Network, creating new business opportunities and bringing together the right market players in the right 
environment." 

 
For more information 
Prefab: Pre:fab NYC 
Value Milan: Value Milan | International Fair of High-Quality Fabrics 

 
Texpertise Newsroom 
Providing information on the international textile industry and the global textile trade fairs organized by Messe 
Frankfurt: www.texpertise-network.com 

 

 

Texpertise Network by Messe Frankfurt connects over 500,000 industry participants worldwide, combining trade 
fairs with networking and digital offerings focused on textile business. With over 60 international textile trade 
fairs in 15 countries, it spans the entire textile value chain and secures a place as the main platform for business 
and information about the global textile industry. 
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Background information on Prefab NYC 
Prefab NYC is a curated fabric sourcing event for the premium and luxury apparel market, produced by Messe 
Frankfurt, Inc. in partnership with SUPIMA. The show brings together a carefully selected group of international 
fabric mills with senior designers, fabric directors, sourcing executives, and product development professionals. 
Designed as an intimate alternative to a traditional trade show, Prefab NYC gives every exhibitor equal visibility 
in a focused, design-led environment centered on fabric quality, craftsmanship, and meaningful business 
connect.  
 
Background information on Supima 
SUPIMA is America’s luxury cotton: founded in 1954, the SUPIMA brand, short for “Superior Pima”, designates 
an elite variety of Pima cotton sustainably grown on 300 family farms in the West and the Southwest U.S. 

https://us.messefrankfurt.com/atlanta/en/industriesandevents/prefab.html
https://valuemilan.it.messefrankfurt.com/milano/en.html
https://texpertisenetwork.messefrankfurt.com/
mailto:walker.erwin@usa.messefrankfurt.com
https://texpertisenetwork.messefrankfurt.com/frankfurt/en.html


 

Supima’s AQRe project, short for Authenticity, Quality and Responsibility, has set the industry standard for 
digital traceability and forensic authentication across the fashion supply chain. Supima is prized the world over 
by designers and discerning consumers who value its resilient strength, lasting color, indulgent softness and 
transparency all the way back to its origin. 
  
Background Information on Messe Frankfurt  
www.messefrankfurt.com/background-information 
 
Sustainability at Messe Frankfurt 
www.messefrankfurt.com/sustainability-information 

 

 

https://www.messefrankfurt.com/frankfurt/en/press/boilerplate.html
https://www.messefrankfurt.com/frankfurt/en/press/boilerplate.html#sustainability

